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Workshop and PhD summer school 

Conceptualizing “Political” 
Thursday 13th – Friday 14th June 2019 

Followed by PhD summer school, Saturday 15th – Sunday 16th June 

Hosted by the 

Centre for Citizenship, Civil Society and Rule of Law (CISRUL) 

University of Aberdeen 

Deadline for submission: 29th March 2019 

Topic 
The term “political” is generally used as loosely by scholars as by the public. This 
workshop does not aim to agree on a common definition of “political”. Instead, the 
goal is to map different ways in which the term gets used, within and across debates, 
and to consider how it might be used more reflectively and productively. 

For example: 

• Scholars have observed that the idea that “religion” and “economics” are 
domains that should be kept separate from “politics” has appeared in modern 
times. How can we explain the emergence of distinctions between religion, 
economics and politics, does the separation still hold fast in the world today, 
and how if at all should scholars make such distinctions? For example, what 
rides on the claim that politics (and religion) should be kept out of education? 

• What do people mean when they accuse others of “politicizing” or 
“depoliticizing” an issue? What have feminists meant when they claim that 
“the personal is political”? In democracies, should everything be “political”? 
What does it mean to argue, for example, that “juridification” is a form of 
“depoliticization”? And how productive is the call of philosophers like 
Rancière and Mouffe to rethink “the political” in distinction to “politics”? 

• Concepts like citizenship, civil society and rule of law are often referred to as 
political concepts. What makes concepts themselves “political”, and what 

https://cisrul.blog/
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concepts are not? For example, are legal concepts necessarily “political”, and 
if so, in what sense? 

Although the objective is not to achieve a common definition, nevertheless by 
mapping these debates and thinking around them, we are interested in drawing new 
links between uses of the term in different debates. 

We envisage dividing the workshop into three sessions, to focus on the following 
(overlapping) themes: 

1. Philosophies of “the political” 

Recent decades have seen philosophical debates, spilling into other disciplines, 
distinguishing “politics” and “the political”, usually referring back to the work of Carl 
Schmitt and Hannah Arendt. 

2. Genealogies of “political” 

Scholars from a range of disciplines have shown how the term “political” has 
changed its meaning over the centuries, not only in relation to closely-related terms 
such as “politics” but also to terms like “religious” and “economic” with which it is 
often juxtaposed. 

3. Deployments of “political” 

As well as taking genealogical approaches, scholars have considered instances of how 
the term “political” is deployed in ordinary language, as well as how it is used 
strategically.  

Format: workshop followed by PhD summer school 
The workshop will be held at the beautiful Old Aberdeen campus of the University of 
Aberdeen on Thursday 13th and Friday 14th June. Confirmed speakers include: 

• Shelley Budgeon is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the University of 
Birmingham, and specializes in gender and feminist theory. Her books include 
Third Wave Feminism and the Politics of Gender in Late Modernity (2011) and 
Choosing a Self: Young Women and the Individualization of Identity (2003) 

• Timothy Fitzgerald was Reader in Religion at the University of Stirling. Among 
many other publications, he has authored The Ideology of Religious Studies 
(2004) and co-edited Religion as a Category of Government and Sovereignty 
(2015) 

• Oliver Marchart is Professor of Political Theory at the University of Vienna. His 
books include Post-Foundational Political Thought (2007) and Thinking 
Antagonism (2018). 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/social-policy/budgeon-shelley.aspx
http://www.criticaltheoryofreligion.org/timothy-fitzgerald/
https://politikwissenschaft.univie.ac.at/ueber-uns/mitarbeiterinnen/marchart/
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After the workshop finishes on Friday 14th, most of the workshop speakers will 
decamp with a select group of PhD students to The Burn, a country house and estate 
near Aberdeen, where we will hold the PhD summer school. We will begin by 
reflecting together on the workshop discussions and by participating in small-group 
discussions on a number of related readings, before responding to presentations on 
the topic by the PhDs. There will also be time to walk around the estate, and to enjoy 
the company in the house. We will return to Aberdeen after lunch on Sunday 16th - 
some visitors will travel out on Sunday evening and others on Monday morning. 

Instructions for prospective workshop speakers and for PhD students 
interested in the summer school 
1. Instructions for prospective workshop speakers 
Prospective workshop speakers will normally have a PhD in hand, and are invited to 
email abstracts of around 200-400 words, together with a CV, to politico@abdn.ac.uk 
by 29th March. Please indicate whether you would stay for the PhD summer school 
after the workshop (see above). 

Speakers will have up to 15 minutes. We are not necessarily looking for polished 
research papers but for provocative responses to our questions that will help to 
spark energetic discussion among a very diverse group of participants from across 
the humanities and social sciences. It is anticipated that the workshop will push 
speakers beyond their previous work and that papers may thus be somewhat 
speculative. At least half the workshop time will be set aside for discussion. 

Accommodation will be provided for speakers, once accepted, but please indicate if 
you also wish to apply for funds to cover travel costs. We would normally expect you 
to obtain some funding of your own, but we can often provide the first £250 of travel 
costs for accepted speakers. 

For information about travel and about the city and region, see 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/maps/index.php  Aberdeen is unusually well-served for 
travel because it is a global hub of the oil industry. There are regular direct flights to 
Aberdeen from most UK cities (British Airways, BMI, Easy Jet, Eastern Airways) and 
from Paris and Amsterdam (Air France/KLM). There is also a very frequent train and 
bus service from England. 

Note that we normally expect funded speakers to stay for the two-day PhD summer 
school after the workshop (see above). 

Questions should be directed to politico@abdnac.uk 

2. Instructions for PhDs interested in the summer school 
The summer school is intended to give PhD students the opportunity to: 

http://theburn.goodenough.ac.uk/
mailto:politico@abdn.ac.uk
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/maps/index.php
mailto:politico@abdnac.uk
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• relate their research to broader, inter-disciplinary debates on citizenship, civil 
society and rule of law, with a view to rethinking and developing their 
arguments 

• present their research in a supportive setting and receive feedback on the 
content and form of their presentation 

• discuss their research informally with scholars and with other PhD students. 

Successful applicants will attend the workshop on Thursday 13th and Friday 14th June, 
and then participate in the PhD summer school on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th 
June: 

• on Saturday morning, students will reflect on the workshop with several of the 
speakers, followed by discussion on Saturday afternoon of a set of related 
readings 

• on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, students will draw on their PhD 
research to address the topic, receiving feedback from the workshop speakers 
as well as their fellow-students. 

Successful PhD applicants will also receive board and lodging for the duration of the 
workshop and summer school, as well as the first £200 of their travel expenses. In 
return we ask that you commit to: 

• preparing a 10-minute presentation, drawing on your PhD research to address 
the topic 

o after your presentation you will receive questions and comments from 
the scholars and other PhD students 

o you are also expected to pose questions and comments about the 
presentations of your fellow PhD students 

• doing the selected readings in advance of the summer school, with a view to 
discussing them in the Saturday afternoon session 

• contributing where possible to the 2-day workshop as well as taking notes on 
the workshop to discuss in the first session of the summer school, which will 
reflect on the workshop 
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We anticipate that admission will be competitive, because we will cap the number of 
summer school students at 15 to allow time for full discussion of all presentations 
and for enough personal contact between PhD students and the scholars present. 

Summer school applicants should complete and submit the following information, 
together with your CV, to politico@abdn.ac.uk by 29th March. 

Name of summer school applicant:  

Address Line 1:  

Address Line 2:  

Post Code:  

Country: 

Phone Number:  

E-mail Address:  

University Attending:  

Degree Pursuing:  

Thesis Title:  

Expected Date of Completion:  

Do you have any special needs or dietary restrictions?  

Give a brief description of your PhD research (300-500 words: expand space as 
needed). 

 

Explain how you expect your PhD research to benefit from a PhD summer school on 
this topic (200-400 words: expand space as needed). 

 

Hosting of workshop 
The workshop and PhD summer school are hosted by the Centre for Citizenship, Civil 
Society and Rule of Law (CISRUL), which is part-funded by a Horizon 2020 Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie COFUND grant. 

CISRUL studies the application of political ideas globally.  The Centre draws on 
expertise from seven disciplines to examine how political principles function within 
and beyond the contemporary West. Concepts such as ‘citizenship’, ‘civil society’, 

https://cisrul.wordpress.com/
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and the ‘rule of law’ are used as often by policy makers as by scholars. Core to 
CISRUL’s mission is informing academic and public debate on how they are used, and 
to what effect. 

CISRUL brings together an extraordinary range of researchers, including PhD 
students, to study these and other political principles, including democracy, human 
rights and pluralism. We consider how they have been fostered historically, debated 
philosophically and in politics, fought over by social movements, codified in law, 
transmitted through education and the media, and lived out in everyday life. 

We also offer fully-funded PhD studentships and would be grateful if you could draw 
them to the attention of promising, inter-disciplinary Masters students. 

Information about all our activities, including our PhD studentships, is available on 
our website. 

p 

This project has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020 Research & Innovation programme under 
the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 754326. 

https://cisrul.wordpress.com/
https://cisrul.wordpress.com/
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